
Hannah Holschauser Gray Brooks (1808-1867) 
Frontierswoman & Founder 


Huntsville, Walker County, Texas 


Hannah Holshauser came from pioneer stock, people who pushed the American frontier 
south and westward. By 1856, she had helped found what became the city of Huntsville, 
Texas, and moved across the entire continent from North Carolina to California by ox 
wagon.


Born in Rowan NC, she ventured down the Shenandoah Valley and through the 
Cumberland Gap with her family in the early 1820s to Tipton TN.  There she married 
another frontiersman, Pleasant Gray, in 1826.    In 1832 he took off on an  exploratory trip 
through northern Louisiana and deep into southern Texas along an ancient native trade 
route.  The route ended near present day Houston where he found a large, “never-failing” 
spring at the edge of a huge forested area, home of the native Bidai people.  The next year, 
he and Hannah returned with their two young sons to establish the trading post. 


While Pleasant provided the energy and brawn, Hannah Gray displayed more than the 
usual degree of enterprise as evidenced by the meticulous accounts and records she kept 
in the family bible.  Hannah also insured that they got legal title to seven square miles of 
land surrounding the trading post on July 12, 1835.  Soon after the “village” of Huntsville 
sprang to life around it.  The Grays engaged in land development, subdividing large 
parcels as colonists moved in. They donated land for civic purposes, including a school, a 
cemetery, the town square and the county courthouse. He was among the first city 
alderman and a founding commissioner of Walker County. 


Ever restless and westering, Pleasant Gray struck out for the California in 1849 as soon as 
the discovery of gold was announced.  Hannah and the children were to follow later.  He 
lead a company of ten men, including his eldest son Mike, due north along the Texas Road 
(Shawnee Trail) to Westport, Missouri, where they joined a wagon train heading west on 
the Oregon-California trail. His pioneering luck ran out near North Platte, Nebraska, 
where he died of cholera.  


Mike Gray continued onward to California, arriving in what is now Chico in the fall of 
1849.  By 1856 he returned to Texas to retrieve his mother Hannah and the remainder of 
the family and bring them by ox wagon to California where they settled in Marysville.  
Within two years widow Hannah Gray married John L. Brooks, a farmer who homesteaded 
in Yuba and later Alameda counties (Livermore).  


Hannah Gray Brooks died in the San Mateo home of her son Mike Gray nine years after 
her second marriage.  Little is known about her life during these years.  Her bible 
contained a number of patriotic Confederate songs as well as legal title, in her own name, 
to a slave, Kesiah.  




An obituary for Hannah Gray Brooks was published in the Chico Democrat newspaper on 
December 21, 1867 which states:


Mrs. Gray was a fond and affectionate parent and was made happy by seeing her 
children grow up and become respected and useful members of society. 
Possessing a heart that sympathized with human suffering she was ever found 
ministering to the wants of the sick and afflicted….  She has left a monument in 
the hearts of all who knew her to attest to her moral worth. 



