
Fall Newsletter

Hello everyone,
We have an exciting new event
coming up on November 10th!
Wandering Bow, a musical group
focused on Civil War era music,
will be playing at Union Cemetery
from 1-3 pm. Everyone’s invited
to come listen, have a snack and
wander the Cemetery at leisure.
This is a free event, but we ask for
RSVP to get a head count.
RSVP - kklebe@historicunioncemetery.org

https://www.facebook.com/wanderingbow/

Captain John Greer came to San Francisco
aboard the ship, Wild Duck, in 1850, a little

after the discovery of gold. He was welcomed
by a forest of masts from abandoned ships,
whose crews had fled to the gold fields.

This dedicated Irish Presbyterian, who was
born on August 22, 1808 in Ireland, sailed to
the south with a small crew. They floated down
the bay to the mouth of the San Francisquito
Creek, now the border between Santa Clara
and San Mateo counties. They sailed as far up
it as possible, meeting natives along the way.

Here he met and soon married Maria Soto who
owned a large portion of the land grant Cañada
Raymundo - a massive amount of acreage.

Greer loved the children, so he decided to start
a school for them. Another need was a library,
so John Greer and Andrew Teague started the
first library in San Mateo County in Woodside.
When Greer died on February 13, 1885, he

could not be buried in Holy Cross Cemetery in
Menlo Park with the rest of his family since he
was still a Presbyterian. Instead, he was
buried in Plot 146 of Union Cemetery.

However, for reasons unknown to current
HUCA Board members, his headstone was
placed on plot R156 in 2011, immediately
inside of the gate at the main entrance.

Recently we decided to correct the error and
move Captain Greer’s headstone to its rightful

spot on Plot 146.

And so now you’re thinking, “Where’s
plot 146?” This is a question that we
hope you’ll be able to answer soon
for yourselves. We will be installing a
new sign near the entrance which will
explain the plot numbering in Union
Cemetery. It will be color coded to

simplify your search and much larger
than the map in the kiosk. It should
be far easier to find any plot or
person you might be looking for.

Another decision that was made by the
Board of Directors is that we will
discontinue the Annual Photo
Contest. We’ve held it for many years
but, sadly, the contest wasn’t getting the
participation we hoped for. Thanks to all
who have entered in the past and
especially Aaron Campbell, the WHS
Photography teacher who supported us
for years.
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Everyone looks forward to
our Union Cemetery
Halloween tour. This year it

will be on October 26th and, because so
many people attend, we will have 2 tours;
10am and 1pm. This tour is not meant
to be frighteningly scary, but we will tell
you of the very gruesome ways some of
our “residents” met their end.

On our
September tour,
we were lucky to
have author
Loren Rhoads
come along. She
talked about the
meaning of the
various symbols
on the

headstones such as a rose and
rosebud, wheat and an open book.
I learned a lot and hope to share it
with everyone on future tours.

Tour dates for the rest of 2024:
October 26 - 2 tours 10am and 1pm
November 23 - 10am
December 21 - 10am

Members will soon receive notice of
our annual Board of Directors meeting

to be held in November.
We invited interested parties to attend
and really interested parties to contact

me to join the Board.
kklebe@historicunioncemetery.org

Again this year, Union Cemetery will work
in cooperation with Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR) andWreaths
Across America to honor our Veterans at
Union Cemetery. The cemetery is truly
beautiful after the wreaths are laid in
place on December 14th. Please come and
see it.
The Wreaths Across America link is below
if you would like to participate.

Remember – Honor – Teach

December 14, 2024 @
10:00 AM

National Wreaths Across
America Day

Help Historic Union Cemetery
Honor Our Local Veterans!

Sponsor a wreath today to be
placed on a veteran’s grave this

December
wreathsacrossamerica.org

use location
“The Historic Union Cemetery of

Redwood City”
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Please consider joining the Historic Union Cemetery Association (HUCA)
We use membership funds for repair, preservation and educational programs.
The plaque in front of the Cemetery says “Preservation brings History to Life”
and this is something we believe and keep in mind with every expenditure we

make.

You can print and mail in this application to:

Historic Union Cemetery Association
P.O. Box 610033
Redwood City, CA 94063

Or sign up online at https://historicunioncemetery.org/membership/
—----------------------------------------------------
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
___Individual $25
___Business/Organization/Family $50
___Donation
Name:______________________________

Address:_____________________________

Email:______________________________
Do you have family buried at Union Cemetery:_____
Who?_______________________________________

This HUCA Board of Directors thanks for your continuing support,
Kathy Klebe, President kklebe@historicunioncemetery.org
Janet Lawson, Vice President
Jean Tomatis, Treasurer
Bridget Cottrell, Secretary
Maggie Coleman, Membership Chair, HUCA membership@historicunioncemetery.org
Barry Kuhl
Roy Klebe
Tim Lawson
Ellery Dake
DanaMontoro
Don Tomatis
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